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This Week in NYC 


The Old Vic Company made 
plans for its fifth visit to NYC start- 
ing the week of Feb 5, 20 week tour 
opens Jan 15 and the British group 's 
repertory will include-- Romeo and 
Juliet ,directed by Franco Zeffirelli 
with John Stride and Joanna Dunham, 
Macbeth directed by Michael Ben - 
thall with John Clement and Barbara 
Jefford's and Saint Joan directed 
by Douglas Seale , also with Clement 
and Jefford, Cities expected to be on 
the tour are--Boston, Washington , 
Philadelphia, Rochester, Detroit,East 
Lansing, Chicago, Kansas City, Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Vancouver, 


Plays 


Julius Castro, a "resetting" 
of Shakespeare's drama in modern 
Caribbean setting, slated to open the 
Broadway season Sept 21, produced 
by Gene Wesson-Gerald Schultz.,. 
Purlie Victorious new comedy by 
and with Ossie Davis due Sept 28 at 
Cort, presented by Philip Rose... 
Kwamina set for Oct 23 at 54th St 
of Consent new comedy by 
Henry and Phoebe Ephron to be dir - 
ected by George Abbott, due Jan 10 
.«++King Kong South African musical 
hit with native cast now in London to 
be brought to NY in Feb by Kermit 
Bloomgarden, 


Barnum! and Barnum ,two 
musicals based on life of circus show- 
man to be produced next season, First 
(with the !) is by Romeo Fuller, Milton 


Kaye, Edward Heyman, and will be pre- 


sented in Dec by Stephen Slane- Ida 
Martucci. Second is by Raymond Jes- 
sel and Marian Grudeff and will be 
presented in Mar by Alex Cohen, 


Legal Dept 


CBS ordered to sell its My 
Fair Lady film rights in arbitration 
settlement between original producer 
Herman Levin and co-authors Alan 
Jay Lerner and Frederick Loewe . 
Latter had sold their full subsidiary 
rights in $2 million capital gains 
deal, 


The Little Hut-4lst St (125 
W 41) 7/25. Barbara Griner-Elean- 
or Horn present third bill of " All 
Star Comedy Festival, Revival of 
Andre Roussin comedy, staged by 
Matt Cimber with Denise Darcel , 
Ronald Durling, Bruce Glover, 


Judy Garland- Forest Hills 
Stadium 7/29, Second appearance of 


season of one woman show, 
Players 


Iva Winters subbed for 
Tammy Grimes, The Unsinkable 
Molly Brown, during latter's one 
week vacation... Barbara Sharma 
replaced Patricia Hardy, Fiorello! 
««-Pert Kelton returned to Come 
Blow Your Horn after completing 
role in T he Music Man film, Aud - 
rey Christie subbed... Michael Clark 
Lawrence replaced David Hurst, Cam- 
elot. 


Joan Hackett and Paul Hart- 
man to be featured in Journey to the 
Day new play by Roger Hirson to be 
presented in fall after Aug 28 tryout 
at Westport, Conn, Country Playhouse, 
...-John Newton will make his Broad- 
way debut in a leading role in High 
Fidelity new comedy by Arthur Car- 
ter to be presented Sept 25 by Lynn 
Loesser...Gene Roche, currently in 
Under Milk Wood will move up- 
town to Blood, Sweat and Stanley Poole 
new comedy by William Goldman due 
Oct 5,..Rex Ingram set for featured 
role in Kwamina musical, 


Broadway Business 


Variety reported very uneven 
business with increases at--My Fair 
Lady, Camelot and Fiorello, decreases 
at all others-and sellouts at--Carnival 
and Mary, Mary. 


Theatre Ad Notes 
Little Mary Sunshine Times 
display ad asks--" Will Little Mary 


meet the mortgage? No,unless you 


hurry and buy tickets," 


Noontide's reprieve lasted 
only one week, show closed after 42 
performances...O Marry Me new 
musical adaptation of "She Stoops 
to Conquer" to open Oct 2 at Gate 
.«.Lilo de Paris revue with French 
singer Lilo which was slated for 
Sept 5 at Mayfair postponed until 
"later on" in season..Ghosts pro- 
duction at 4th St will star Carmen 
Mathews, David Ross to direct-pro- 
duce revival Sept 20, Hedda Gabler 
with Anne Meacham to tour. 


Theatre TV Notes 


The Merry Widow with 
Kathryn Grayson to be presented 
by Leland Hayward on CBS next sea- 
son,..James Donald to co-star with 
Julie Harris in NBC Hall of Fame 
Victoria Regina... NBC planning 
full hour program of Lerner and 
Loewe music, presented by Alfred 
Productions, authors' company. 


Theatre Book Notes 


"Greek Tragedy" by Gilbert 
Norwood published by Dramabooks 
($1. 75)... "Four Greek Plays" edited 
by Dudley Fitts published by Harvest 
($2.25.) 


Theatre Film Notes 


Advise and Consent film 
added Franchot Tone and Burgess 
Meredith to roster... Brendan Behan 
to write screen play for The Quare 
Fellow film ...The. Visit film with 
Ingrid Bergman and William Holden 
to be made in Austria, 


NY Shakespeare 


Anne Fielding, Jonathan 
Farwell,R.A. Jordan added to A 
Midsummer Night's Dream Jul 


31 at Wollman Rink, Central Park. 
Play Diary 


Moon Is Blue- 4lst St- 
8/8 ... Tender Trap- 4lst St -8/22 
-«.Richard Central Park 8/28, 


NYC Calendar Off Broadway 


DIGESTS OF CURRENT NYC THEATRE REVIEWS 


The Student Prince- Greenwich Mews (141 W 13) 
7/13-7/23, 5 pro- Times, Herald Tribune, News, World 
Telegram & Sun, Journal American-and 1 con- Post-filed 
on American Savoyards revival of 1924 Sigmund Romberg 
operetta presented by Stella Holt, David Lipsky, Dorothy 
Raedler. Raedler directed cast headed by L,D, Clements 
Raymond Alllen, Mary Ann Staffa, Arden Anderson, Pro 
voters thoroughly enjoyed music and production, while 
sole con voter felt weak acting hurt. Calta, Times, en- 
joyed musical portions with lovely score, but noted that 
acting wason uneven side, some of the horse-play too 
broad and the direction lacking in inventivenes . If all 
this can be forgiven, there is still that wonderful, ever- 
appealing score, Times man reminds, Eyer, Herald Trib- 
une, cheered fine, bright, and tight show, Watt, News, liked 
Straight attitude taken by cast with voices ranging from good 
to acceptable. O'Connor, Journal American, raved over 
excellent cast, the beloved songs and expert production, 
Aston, World Telegram & Sun, also filed a rave vote for 
charm and imagination of production added to stoutness 
of melody, harmony and sentiment of operetta, a treat. 
Dissenter Herridge, Post, agreed that company did well 
enough with popular, pleasant songs but felt that script 
demanded good acting, good enough to keep those corny 
lines from being ridiculous and that plot of duty vs, love 
in the royal family from seeming superannuated, 


NYC 


FUTURE 


CALENDAR 


Pirates of Penzance- Phoenix 9/6... Ghosts-4th St- 
9/20... Julius Castro- 9/21,,.High Fidelity- Ambassador - 
9/25...From the Second City- Royale 9/26...4th Av North- 
Mad Av 9/27... Diff'rent-Actors Play 9/28... Purlie Victor - 
ious-Cort 9/29 


O Marry Me- Gate 10/2...Sail Away-Broadhurst- 
10/3...The Caretaker-Lyceum 10/4... Blood, Sweat and 
Stanley Poole-Morosco 10/5... Clandestine on the Morning 
Line- 10/5... Let's Ride It- O Neill 10/6...9 O Clock Thea- 
tre- Golden 10/8... Milk & Honey- Beck 10/10...How to 
Succed, -46th St 10/14... All in Love- St- 10/16... 

A Cook for Mr, General- Playhouse 10/19... Kwamina- 54th 
St- 10/23.,.The Buskers- Cricket 10/25... When No One is 

Looking- Belasco- 10/26...Gayden- Maidman- 10/30...Go 

Fight City Hall- Mayfair- 10/30 


Complaisant Lover- Barrymore- l/l... Kean - 
Broadway l1/2...Gideon- Royale 11/9.,.Gay Life- 11/18 
for All Seasons- ANTA 11/22... Night of Iguana- 
Royale 12/28.,, Funny Thing Happened on Way to Forum- 
12/28 


Age of Consent- 1/10,,.Old Vic 2/5... Jennie- 
2/28. 


THEATRE 


RECORD 


COMMENTS 


The Premise original Off Broadway cast album 
(Vanguard) recommended by Watt, News, as a refreshing 
example of current comedy discs, Topical revue without 
music consists of string of sketches of varying lengths , 
most of which are pointed, funny and delivered with skill 
and vivacity. 


THEATRE 
BOOK 


COMMENTS 


The Green Cow by Sean O'Casey, published by 
Macmillan, London , approved by Atkinson, Times, as 
one of Irish author's gayest pleasantries, His heart is not 
weary and his writing hand is sure, Short plays included 
are-- Figuro in the Night, The Moon Shines on Kylemaneo 
and Behind the Green Curtains, 


INTER - 


VIEW 


HI- LITES 


Robert Alex Baron, League of NY Theatres , sees 
as one of the greatest threats to the living theatre the dying 
interest among the younger generation, he told Herridge, 
Post. Though the leisure dollar has never been greater, the 
young people are not spending it on playgoing. $45 million 
a year is spent on movie popcorn, which is more than the 
entire gross of a NY theatre season, Even if ticket prices 
were cut, Baron doubts if that would bring youngsters to 
Broadway. It's up to the schools, and the parents, to make 
them aware that the theatre as well as books, is an import- 
ant place for ideas, an essential part of cultural growth, 


LONDON 


VIEWS 


"STAGE" 


Only 3% of the population of Great Britain ever go 
to the theatre, reports Marriott, "Stage."' This point is the 
most striking single fact to emerge during the conference 
of the International Assn of Theatre Technicians concluded 
in London, The point was stressed by Peter Hall and Sean 
Kenny. Hall went on to say that people are not welcomed 
in theatres and that it would be of immense value to the cause 
of making the country more theatre-conscious if, for both 
artistic and social reasons, the proscenium theatre were 
done away with. 


Kenny pleaded for a new approach to the theatre, 
British trade weekly reports, He also urged the abolition 
of the old cumbersome nonsense that is keeping former 
theatregoers away and preventing young people from find - 
ing out for themselves what the theatre can be like at its 
best. Theatres must be exciting, adaptable; not just boxes 
that come to life for three hours a night, 


— 


J GREEN re A 
ROOM 
PROS & CONS BY TMK 
DEPARTMENT 


GOVERNMENT & ARTS,,..State Dept dips into entertainment The Student Prince is a neat packaged revival of 
diplomacy divided by Coleman, Mirror, into worth - Romberg classic presented in fine voice and with fine pro- 
while and stinko, Reviewer urged readers to send duction values by the American Savoyards cast and staff, 
grips about particular projects to Deak Rusk, not Packing most of the famous songs into the first act where 
to him... Kennedy Adminstration urged to hold the each and every character enters singing , the 1924 plot 
proposed White House conference on the role of does show its age in the other three elongated acts, Though 
Government in the arts by Taubman, Times, It the partisan Gilbert & Sullivan trained audience does cheer 
would help to declare a philosphy and forge a pro- the comic innovations added to otherwise dull non-musical 
gram, It would remind the country that a concern scenes, they do little more than extend a long evening. But 
with the matters of the spirit is vital to a rounded all is forgiven when the handsome singing leads and the per- 


satisfying life, Let the Government act out of affirm- fectly tuned male chorus start on any of the favorites. As 
ative conviction, Times critic stated, Let it move to a pilot production of a "nostalgic operetta" season next fall, 


encourage wider and freer activity in the arts, not the only possible question can be "Why wait?" 
merely because such action will score points for 
us against the Soviet bloc, but principally because - > 


it will enhance the lives of the American people, 
Much Ado About Nothing in Central Parkis per- 


COLUMN TIPS... Victor Borge and Rhonda Fleming will fectly cast and designed for its Wollman Rink site, The 
co-star in a forthcoming Broadway musical, hears block long outdoor set is raised high enough to take full ad- 
Wilson, Post,,.Next tenant at Theatre De Lyswill vantage of the real trees in the park, certainly a notable 
be Fings Ain't Wot They Used To Be, notes Winchell first. The handsome costumes, lively period music and 
ae eee dances, superb handling of intricate light and sound cues 


combine with the swift-tongued, sure-footed cast in pre - 
REVIEWERS AT WORK...Kerr, Herald Tribune, admits he senting an outstanding production, It ranks high with any 
received warning from actor upon whom he comment- body's Shakespeare festival, indoors or outdoor, 


ed this season which read: "Sir, you are evidently 


unaware of the fact that I've won six national and ” ° 

international boxing championships." Critic argues 

that his overseas trip was planned before the letter According to all the printed complaints ever filed, 

arrived, the cost of an evening of Broadway theatre averages between 

$35 to $50. The latest $35 estimate is from a News reader 

CRITICAL THOUGHTS,..A cheer given Dorothy Raedler 's from Atlantic Highlands,N, J, Totals given without explan - 

plan to revive "Nostalgic Musicals" by Aston, World ation are--$7 for transportation, $6 for baby-sitter, $ 14 

Telegram & Sun... Donnybrook! failure proves for tickets, $8 for snack, Spies who know about swch things 

that playgoers are fed up with paying fancy prices report the figures are slightly padded, The real costs are 

for fancy flops, sums Winchell, Mirror, as follows---$2 for transportation ( $l tunnel fees for car 


and $l for gas-couple parked on 47th St East ), $1 for baby 
sitter ( Grandmother likes her beer), $6 for balcony tic- 


DRAMA MAIL BOX...Second balcony seats have risen 200% kets ( status sickness demands all claim they sat in fifth 


in 20 years, reminds a News reader who used to go row of orchestra.) and $1 for snack ( Howard Johnson.'s. ) 
weekly to the 55c matinees,.,.If public is interested Total cost $10. 


in viewing NY Shakespeare Festival productions, why 
wouldn't they gladly and most willingly pay the nominal 
sum sufficient to merely meet the expenses, asks a 
Herald Tribune reader, Never mind any White House conferences on the 
the role of Government in the Arts, just let our busy Pres- 
LEGIT DISCOUNTS.,.Plan for all those who profit from the ident find some way to catch live theatre instead of Holly- 
theatre industry to participate in its resurrection de- wood films, Screenings of new feature pictures are easily 
tailed by Edward Kook, Century Lighting Co, to Funke, arranged at either Washington or Hyannisport. But no one 
Times, Restaurant owners, hotels, garages,railroads, has yet suggested that any of the diverse traveling US 
bus lines, etc would be asked to give a 15% discount to repertory troupes give a special performance at any of 
all playgoers on display of tickets for the giveneven - the winter, spring or summer White Houses. 
ing. Plan is to be presented for consideration of the 


* * 


League of NY Theatres. * ° 
EVERYBODY A CRITIC...Many journalism students want to Suppose for the sake of argument that both of the 
start at the top and becolumnists or drama critics, planned musicals called Barnum! and Barnum open in NY, 
judges Davis, News, by his recent mail. Reviewer - both are hits and both stick through thick and publicity to 
columnist wonders if the typical movie-TV version their chosen titles. The conversation and confusion en- 
of a reporter as an incredible creature has created gendered might.make many more visitors and New Yorkers 
a distasteful image of a working newspaperman, He attend both in a simple effort to find out what's new! 
also reminds that in the entire nation that there are 
not more than 30 important drama critics, * * 
Most theatre fans will settle for a 15% cut in box- 
SECOND GUESSES...Much Ado About ort in Central office prices instead of various discounts on services they 
Park and As You at Stratford, Conn, both may or may not use, 


display the inventiveness of directors for Shake- 
speare comedy this summer, compares Aston , 
World Telegram & Sun. 


OUTER 


BROADWAY 


THEATRE 
LETTER 
College Theatre 


State Univ of NY, College of 
Education, Albany, NY to present its 
"10th Festival Arena Summer Thea - 
tre'' season--The Mandrake, l6th cen- 
tury play by Machiavellie Jul 19-22 , 
Donagh MacDonagh's Step in the Hol- 
low Jul 25-26, and Brecht's Drums 
in the Night Aug 2-5 a 


Theatre Northwest, Univ of 
Washington, Seattle, seeking scripts 
by new playwrights for readings ... 
Howard Stein to continue playwriting 
courses at State Univ of Iowa, Iowa 
City, replacing William Reardon. 


Playhouses 


Alcazar Theatre, San Fran- 
cisco,to be demolished early next 
year to provide parking space for 
Stewart Hotel. It was built in 1906. 


Winter Repertory 


Dalias Theatre Center has 
invited Eva Le Gallienne to produce 
and act in The Sea Gull and John 
Gabriel Borkman in fall 1962, 


High School Theatre 


National Academy of Arts 
to open next fall at Interlochen, Mich. 
$4 million campus planned for high 
school curriculium with specialized 
training in the performing arts. 


Scarsdale, NY, High School 
production of Our Tewn opened its 
tour of free performances for teen- 
agers at Jewish Settlement House, 
London, Group will also play in War- 
saw, West Berlin and Netherlands 
Cast members will spend three 
weeks in private homes of Dutch 
families. Rockefeller Foundation 
completed balance of $32,000 re- 
quired for project. 


Award Dept 


Peter Ramsey awarded a 
playwright residence fellowship by 
the Huntington Hartford Foundation. 


Shake speare 


Woodbridge, NJ, First Anmal 
Drama Festival opens Jul 29 with 
free outdoor performances of As You 
Like It, directed by Henry Glass. 


Summer Playhouses 


Kennebunkport, Maine, Play- 
house, advertised for sale by pro - 
ducer Robert C, Currier, After 29 
years he finds the community "bigot- 
ed, insane and nuts,"" Per example, 
patrons now ask "How much are the 
$3.30 seats?" 


Elitch Gardens, Denver, 
Colo, second half of its 70th anniv- 
ersary season to continue with lead- 
ing man Stephen Elliott in stock com- 
pany. He was originally only signed 
for tirst half, Light Up the Sky is 
current Jul 24-29, 


The Anvil a new play abou 
John Brown by Julia Davis to be pre- 
sented Aug 5-13 at Jefferson County 
Court House, Charlestown, West Va, 
directed by Charles Wood... Minn - 
eapolis Repertory Co alternating-- 
The Boy Friend, Ernest in Love, and 
Lily, the Felon's Daughter... Nancy 
Dussault to use her Aug vacation 
from Do Re Mi to star in Oklahoma 
Aug 1-I5 at San Juan Music Festival, 


Tryouts This Week 


Move Back the Stars by 
R.G, Armstrong at Cecilwood Thea- 
tre, Fiskill, NY 7/25-30, 


The Sparta Fox by Andrew 
Carroll Bidwell at Pioneer Playhouse 
Danville, Ky 7/20-24, 


The Limbo Kid by Robert 
Downing at Raleigh,N.C, Little 
Theatre 7/25-30, 


Between Two Seasons by 
Malcolm Wells at Paper Mill Play- 
house, Millburn, NJ 7/24-8/5. 


Unusual Revivals This Week 


Roadside by Lynn Riggs 
at Princeton, NJ, Players 7/26-30, 


Irene at Duke's Oak Thea- 
re, Cooperstown, NY 7/25-30 


Cyrano de Bergerac at 
Forrestburgh, NY, Summer Thea- 
tre 7/27-29, 


Antigone at Straight Wharf 
Theatre, Nantucket ., Mass 7/24-29 


Captain Jinks of the Horse 
Marines at Playhouse on the Whar? 
-Provincetown, Mass 7/24/29 


Icebound at South Yarmouth 
Mass, Summer Theatre 7/25-29 


The Devil's Disciple- at 
Sterns Farm, Peterborough, N. H. 
7/26- 8/5, 


Road Shows 


The Miracle Worker tour 
resumes Jul 29 with month's stand 
at Opera House, Central City, Colo 
««-Gypsy concludes Chicago run 
Aug 3...La Plume de Ma Tante 
opens Jul 26 at Alcazar, San Fran - 
cisco... Little Mary Sunshine tour 
opens eight week run Aug | at Can- 
dlelight Theatre, Montreal, 


London 


The Iron Man to be pre - 
sented by Lord Lilanill and Bren- 
dan Smith at the now vacant Thea- 
tre Workshop... Arthur Kopit 's 
Oh Dad, Poor Dad, Momma's Hung 
You in the Closet and I'm Feeling 
So Sad folded after two week run 
with Stella Adler, Andrew Ray, dir- 
ected by Frank Corsaro... Fiorello! 
with an all English cast to be pre- 
sented by Donald Alberry, 


Paris 


The Deadly Sins and The 
Count mime adaptation of De Mau- 
passant stories to be presented by 
and with Marcel Marceau in Oct, 


European Festivals 


Grand Island Playhouse , 
Grand Island, NY (outside of Buffalo) 
invited as "American Company" to 
"Deuxieme Festival International 
du Theatre Amateur'' Monaco Sept 
9. Group is raising $6000 required 
for trip. Last year US was represent- 
ed by Catawba College, Salisbury , 
N.C...Dear Liar staged by Jerome 
Kilty presented at Spoleto... Old 
Vic opens Edinburgh Festival visit 
Aug 21 with Doctor Faustus and 
King John, 


Vancouver Festival 


Men, Women and Angels is 
new name of Giraudoux' "Sodom and 
Gomorrah" which will be presented 
with Uta Hagen and Paul Roebling. 


US Repertory 


Living Theatre productions 
of The Connection and Many Loves 


drawing rave notices and packed 


houses during West Germany tour. 


"CD" digests all theatre 
material in the 2100 pages 
of 7 NY daily papers of 
the preceding week," CD" 
(e592 | Subscribers are invited 
to inquire further for 
more specific data on cur- 
rent reviews, back reviews 
’ and out-of-town ‘tryout re- 
views via mail, phone or 
drop by for coffee and 
facts when in NYC, 


— 
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